s aiécntest., But th

a7 e e gt . T S i a3

‘DON'Ef SPEND YOUR EK)NEZ WHERE YOU GAN'T WORK

é&fﬂ’!

The basic problem of life is livz.ng--v:ays and means of subsistance.

,’i‘ \

, Thq QOSt telling and détrégental form of discrimination, conseguently, is

S

eéénomic discrimina‘tion. of all "’the phases of color%';prejudice‘and

SR S

""il\:}Ldlscﬁmz.nation, were it not for this economic narrowing of the means of

V(- ﬂ 2
bk

15.7111160&1::’1;0;! 250 ;Améf'iéan citizéixst"in Broﬁzevilie, and o

, Americans in general he race question mmld not be a grobl » merely

Pl f@%w‘ i B
,nblewfewsaé by the Hegro being the "ast hired

anci he first fired" iﬁeéomes aﬁ:bgﬁﬁwhen mgdﬁlﬁéﬁgwtﬁaangﬁ@of& '

et ﬁ%fu}. living. ; eoneéonsmers the Eicfrémenfv

of &egroes inte d1rect competition with wh:.tes, the refusal of employers

. to psy Kégrées the same wages for f*hﬂ same Wi‘."rk’,; and the 'ereatiqn‘of

The Negro }ﬁress, concérning itself with expressing the 'bhbughts,

and desires of inarticulate grbu?s, attempts to create a unity Of}z n}E&é-A"'

et o)
~ment. in the fight against job discrimination. Through the !/Press every

| stereotyped "reason" for prohibiting Negro employment in any field is

exploded, leaving the residue of pure prejudice balking the economic

advencement ol a large percentage of Americans. Perhaps-¥hse Ghicsgof{iiegro
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" Prése hag msde its greatest contribution to American living in ks

oF
fight for: economic oprortunities #l Bronzeville inhabitants. Not

1( J gv{..t’eﬁs« 5‘

only have the more stable publications ‘sedendds

£

sady attacked employment
tarriers, but journals specifically deveted to job-securing campaigns
+ ' : ‘
have risen from time to time. The most nctable and far-reaching of
these drives was that led by‘*;gg Chicago Whip during the years 1929
| | F -

through 1952. Here the concentrated efforts of the li{ress lined up the
majority of its subscri’éers behind a movement whose impetus carried
them to & surging victory. Causing the populace to become aware of

' v 4 3*}
the potentislities of purchasing power as well as the ballot in ceamming |
equal rights, this campaign overshadows sny empioyment crusade within

Bronzeville. Churches, lodges, civic and sociel organizations lent

their agsistance in providing pickets, staging parades and partlcina'bing
P

it wi v fi%
in boycotts to. Wthe desired a&m The aim was nofy\&@* a prcp0r..

m;.; . #

S/w

icnate political representatienf W oreakm down ¢# social

barriers;"it; was a much simpler one.ggﬁq%to secure the right for Negroes
to work in the commmity in vwhich they lived. The actusl fight, as
_ such, took less than three months. But the slow Cumukstiiig drive through

vhich it was brought about covered a period of years. Truly;—the seurth

for-demorTacy in-Ythe land of -the-free'. is. s long-and-weary She,
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Editors of Bronzeville's Journals have consistantly urged its

Cosse o1 &

unemployment by increasing Neiro bufiness. Not only did the

sl ¥ :
Afress promote Negro business, but it saw in vocational

training a solution to the Negroés economic problems. While numerous

;ﬁéitors disagreed with Booker T. Washington's policy of wholesale in—

d.s put®

dustrial training, few di=sembed=en the value of business preparation
as one means of econowic advancement, In February, 1817, as the United

Hégozines

et

States was on the threshold of the World%?,War,gigé;Chamgidn

ggéﬁf3E§§§§§uiﬁ§%;;ﬁ¥}§§zﬁ§ *hievenently reflecting upon the mesb migratoryA *

- e
A X -

of Negroes kgrthward,;§aitoria1}§£appéal@ﬁ? :

"What remedy can be applied to the present situation among the
Negroes of the United States, the so-called hegira that ig making the
Southland void of black labor? Is not this the hour. to strike? Is not
this the moment to seize the lance offered us and become the industrial
leaders of the North?

"Unskilled labor is the weakest economic weapon a people can
possess, The North wants, and will always want, men who can prove
themselves effecient in these skilledtredes. Hewers of wood and drawers
of water have no place in such an economic scheme 28 the States north
of the Mason and Dizon line, Trained men, regardless of race, color or
creed, are needed in the shops and the factories, and no people posgess
greater opportunities in that respect than the Negro.

"We advise the friends of the Negro to train him in the arts
and the crafts and to render him capable of enduring in the North by
making him accustomed to the Northern stendard of living. The Negro of.
the North must not be permitted to simk into the peasant class, but must
be 1ifted to a plane several notches higher than that accorded darker
races in the Southland, Schools, different from either the Tuskegee
or the Atlanta type, should be within reach of those of the pessant
class in the South who desire to mske their homes in the Yankee states,

"If this were done the Negro would triumph economically as well
as industrially...." "

But while it was true, as The Chempion stated, that treined men
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were "needed in the shops and factories® of the North, it did not follow

that Negro workers would be accepted, trained or otherwize. The steady

~exodus of ﬁ%own Americans from South to North resulte%)not in loosening

E

but in tightening the economic reins agsinst them, This migrstory move-

ment,gone of the largest ever experienced within the Uhited States, was
constantly incréasing in intensity and making itseif felt in wholesa;é
digerimination and ricts caused by the competition between whites and
blacks for jobs, But the World War broke‘upon the countr& and for a

-
}é%é : {gghy .
. «_~:~',‘~ soRdssal "fﬁworkers 0:{;&@% race &’“"”“U’J‘T\

while the labor problem was reversed;

n
&

ii
S,

i needed and aeé%tediééﬁ the highest premium was put upon both skilled

and commonvlabor. Although theréwﬁé§§§iiious discrimination and race

o,
hatred within the army, Bronzeville's fditors, as all editors, were

mainly occupied in gearing the populece into a spirit of petriotism,

The war ended, Negro migration nérthwarﬁ increased, race riots

became frequent and substantial jobs were scarce. From the beginning,

white workers resentqd the influx of dark Americans intoc the Northern

Lt e

lsbor market, , f

Aﬁas pagt%pq;a?;y aroused on both sides when

s T
s

NIRRT
colored leborers, unable to gain admittance into unions, or saudteble

L

saleries, were forced to underbid white workers as an only means of

survival. The Negro Press continued to mirraé%%he existing conditions.
; :
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%im peculiarly American
#g upon thefpractice of

-The Fraternal Advocate of August, 1919, redde

employing ewen*aliens in preference to Negro citizens,;staﬁsdn

. a ({vtt,&"?_e (214 f{' .
“Now thet the war is over and the American nation is,Bawusdeied with an

enormous debt as a result of the late wer, the alien has made his

money and is now ready to leave, lé@lng the burden of taxation up to

the American people, while they escape by returning back to their
fatherlzpde Surely this ought to be a lesson to the Awerican capitalist and
an appeal to Their better business Judgment. There are many instznces
where prefe{?nce has been given aliens agalnst the black man who is wholly
Americen andiwhose earnlngs 100 per cent is spent bo the credit of Americen
commerce against the alienb 33 per cent."

Such appeals to the common sense of the American business
men were made in the hope that reason would outweigh prejudice. But

while fighting for fairness among white businesses, the Fress found

1t§@{; ‘ij to appeal to the Negro populace - to support théir '

5

e Broad Ax published an

own enterprises, On January 11, 1919,

editorial statings

"We aré anxious to see a fine race spirit take hold of our people this
year 1919. Spend more of the money you must spend with your own pecple in bu51nes
We are the only people on earth thut will let other stores than our own
flourish in our loealaties. Let & Negro open & store in & white
neighborhood and see what white people will dos . Try it yourself. Ve
ought to sell to our own race most of the thlngs we have to eat, wear and.
supply our homes with. And we ought to buy what we need when it can be
had from our own race in business. ~ ‘

"We have a few good groceries, milliner shops, drug stores, SAVBr&l
good dentists, & host of Negro doctors and lawyers, and there is not any
_ excuse ab all unless we are just a down rght lot of chumps, w1thout
- smbition, and cannct see two feet into the future.”

The most vigi%ousgyaag%ggd of the Negro business movement,
&(\wa RS R TN TN

;ﬁ; cago Whip, early took the lead in dedicatlng itself to the
o ; A

ii’l a{’

support of Bronzeville enterprises. The ﬂ&peI;S&&ﬁaé July 3, 1919y
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.The Chicaro Defender of October 16, 1920, was, and still is,

of the opinion that "When you patronize your owm merchants you are

building a solid foundation for yourself and the future generation to

i

stend on." Characteristic of the Negro's optdmistic outlook, Bronze-
k3 23 i‘ a{k ) »
i g?; st d ’miﬁ:z <}§g a o 3 2

S, i { .
ville gditorgﬁﬁggéyféﬂaﬁaaéiymlooking forward to a time when racial

gé%é; e ’ ‘
barders weuddibe a thing of the pastgééfewziwyj g'gingfnéégﬁﬁgrvgﬂgwmﬁ-
=t i H . 5

&Mm,ajwag ;y{,}
S §ﬁmmiﬁﬁgﬁjrﬁiﬂﬁ'iﬁg;;ed::;fof%fsemethivrfgw y

{

am@@éi§§ﬁ3§§£§§§i§1§y:}In the creation of Negro businessfﬁégzseen

!
& X . *‘i“" 4.
Ha ity b

not OnlYﬁfﬁ?%MN:j? step in economic advancement, but directly & means

/

;o

1 g}‘;fe
of self-preservation, [The Fraternel Advocate of Septesber, 1921, /ve~
. . TP ST SR

wll
- : el it 2
"Demands oi society have grownfand the rights 6f individual merit must
be recognized, so must pecuinery’édvamtzge be preserved. This fact is yet o
be forcibly impressed upon the Colored race as & whole. As long &s 85 % of
their monies are deposited in banks of the opposite race, 957 invested
in insurance, they (white compadies) will continue to control 95% of .4’
positions and 99% of all the business. This isn't idle gosa@%?”ﬁﬁfwgh -
zbsolute fact, and yel, tommorrow were the Colored man to wake up to his
advantage, it is possible for him to control 75% of his bank deposits, 80%
of insurance, 70% of real estate and 30% of mercantile business.
"By so doing he could create positions of employment for thousands of his

own race and divert millions of dollars to the people of his own race.

This is b usiness thought and self-preservation.”

sz thef

3

In the early twenties, however, the unemployment situation was

general, and the Chicago Defender sympathetically voiced a statement

AR ,
ﬁ@f the Chicago scene, calling for a concrete contribution for relief:

"lt is estimated that 100,000 men are out of work in Chieugo. About one-
seventh of this number comes from our ranks... These men are not hoboes or
loafers, but hones¥y, industrious and steady workers when work is to be
@ad. But in these sbmnormal times...their appeal for temporary zid should be
immediately responded toe..

"ge havé Organizetions such as the Urban League s triving with their
limited resources to ameliorate conditions.. Have you sent your chegk to
aid this worthy cause?'~-ipril 9,1921.

i
A
LR N
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£s the Negro popul&t:}on increased so that its purchéxsing‘

power beceme apefdfeabduc factor, this,through the leadership of the

;Press, was utilized as a weapon to provide employment in business

dy) those within Negro communities. The strenuous

§ e
o _ '
agitation of ;‘f’l’he Chicago Whip, followed in varying degress by 211
Negro journals, celled for boycotts against merchents discrimipsting

against Negroes in Bronzeville. &% hicago Bulletln, July 12, 1927,

Southfp‘ide merchants whose trade came

almost eﬁtirel’ykfrom Negroes, yYet who refused to hire thems

"The people who patromze any business as & rule, e.re +the people who iive

, gg,m that particular commnity where the business may be established. Fhese . . )

" :psopla who open up tusinese in any community, securing almost their enkre<ni:
vatronage from that particular comnmnity, owe the people of that community
something more than & pair of hose for 'one dollar's. hey seem to feel that
they have done enough to come into & dis triet in wh:.ch ‘they never expect

~to live, nor expecti\have their children educated thers but to open their ;
‘gtores, sell their wares at & great profit, get rich soon, move away to selected
and restricted territoxries and 166.'7% nothing in the eommun:.tzes i'rom which
they receive wealth. ol

At “They owe & part of their sarnings to the actlvz.t:.es of the cemnmnity into

 which they move their business, but not their homes, if they refuse

~ 1o contribute they should be marked as undes:.rable’storkeepers, end respecting
citizens of that commun:.ty should pass them up.=--" ,

- voE
Through successive stage’the Press, aided or led by various

organizations for Negro welfare, such as the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peopleg snd the Chicago Urban League, built up

a sentiment resulting. in a direct boycott of merchants within Bronzeville

employ

who refused to ™= Negro workers, j:’%is cempaign was

successful and the number of jobs won were counted in the thousands. Still
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thepgueeess was far from Complete and the revived Chicago ¥hip,

: : 1 ;ﬁei ﬁ;{*’ @ a:h‘tze‘ﬂ 4‘ {.’;ﬁ,c? g"
reviewing the fight, January 28, lQEQ&ﬁsta#u&s v -

"Some 5 &y thut the great work of Ihe ¥hip was not understood and appreciated
when it wes battlinf for and in the interests of the colored pecple of
America, a fgw years 8gos e are not interested in thet view point. TWhat

»zgg_Chicago Whip did for the colored people & few years ago is now a matter
of history. : ‘ , ‘

“The Chigsgo Whip is now in your midst to carry on "The Unfinished Tgsk ".
A11 of us know that the great campaign launched by The Whip in twenty nine
and carried thru, until thirty-two resulted in over three thousandg jobs

/| for colored people right here in Chicagoe Ve all know that the idea of
| "Don't Spend your Money where you can't work' spread like wild fire, from

coast to ceast. The Supreme Court in October vast, held that & pickst for

Jobs conducted under a 'Don't Spend your money .where you can't work' campaign

was legel, even Justice Black didntt dissent. NeWSpapers,-magazine,

economists, and sociiﬁ%gists have recognized the Justice and the pxpediency

of that cempaign. It is now a famous fight known the country over. The é
xchic§goﬁﬁhig;?illlearry on then, with your support.

d "Logk at Walgreens, A%P stores, the butcher shops, Woolworths, and
' “all over the business in our districis, and noteyha Colored people working.
| They were not there ten years ago. %%Q,Chicaoo Fhip put them there. Well,
~ hbre is your newspaper again, back o he. scéne of action, equipped with
| new sinews for battleees. Xemsligamnxx...,The task is ag yet unfinished.

And sobew3y the task is yet unfin;shed. The'f;ght for

jobs within and without the Negro community continues. While the Yhip

claimed that their campaign resulted in over "three thousand Jobsn,

the Negro representation in Negro-supported stores is still unbalsnced.
' ; » ég@ﬁ&&a§?ﬁ%? ' . :
The Pathfinder of November 5, 1988, refie £ vpom. this situstion T e’

stated: o )

“The unemployment situation, in the South Center Gom@unlty as ?ell as in
ell others with a predominatly non-white populatien , in all of its phases has
always been relatively L Blow purlees o

"Tge greatest potential source of employment is the local business mn, who
depends directly for his support upon the residents with?n the communityes.

"The people who supply this support are, without question,
entitled to the bulk of employment in these corcernse.e Obvious}y, therefore,
the solution iw within our power. It resolves itself into the simple |
eguation--No Employment! No Supportis" . |

2 this cry, "No employment! No support!y simed at the ears of*ﬁsaga
o ¢

wite organizations profiting from Negro patronige bgt.@gﬁqg@ﬁgwﬁe%

AT '
employ}ﬁegro worke®s, struck against the practices of many insurance
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compenies., ‘zhe%ﬁhig:édéqugiﬁﬂgfstated-the colored citizeds case. azainst
b ; e o : g

L S

{‘g’lfifgéte: 3 7
white insurance companies—-—also/z ( &ng’ for the support of Negro -~

operated companiess

"Colored people paid over forty million dollars into white insuranéfﬁﬁL
companies‘last year and in spite of this staggering sum of money spent, they
received the sum total of no jobs in return. Is there reason then to
wonder that the race is impoverished and unprogressive? Let ik not be
understood that we receive nothing in return for that is not trus, because
the forth million dollars spent, paid ths premiums upon thousands of

insurance policies and gave the beneficiaries protection. Still forty million
dollars i: an overwhelming amount of money to spend in one year not to warrant

one single job.

“$nsurance is a fine, lucrative business. Premium rates are fixed out of the

Jmaze of humen experience in such a manner that the companies can pay their

claims, maintain their reserves and still make monsy. The colored people, thus,

by paying in Sorty million dollars in one year, aid in the stablizing of the
insurance but gain nothing in ths way of stablizing themselves. On its face
this practice and mmeerx principle of doing business is obviously unfair. It
clearly reveals the infamous policy bhat gigantic, white concerns huve
adopted-~thi.t of taking all they caqggﬁ from us and giving as little as
pessible in returne. » o _
Wblored insurance compunies last year received & little over nine
million dollaers in premium income from colored people and pave omx
over five thousand jobs to their own people as well as gilt-edged
~ingurance protection. Such a situstion claarly resolves itself into a
double indictment. It indicts the white company for their gross unfairness
and unparﬁlled cold-bloodedness and indicts the cdorad people for their -
lack of coimon sense, lack of vision-and loyalty.™

"The colored eompanies must meet all of the rigid qualificetions of the

white companies, they must come under the same governmental supervision. Jhey

must carry the same relative reserves with the state and ~they have stood
the acid test of the depression relatively as well as the white companicse
Then what is the answer? ' ~ '

. A
"}f the white companiss continue to refuse us our fair share of gggsﬁjéyﬁhﬂ

tafed on the amount of money we spendAwithkhem, and this they adam 2:§y{ arbitari-
ly and arrogantly refuse to do, then we ought to do business with ew”own companie

~ for that reason. But there are multitudinous other reasons. There is the

gquestion of racial pride, there is the question of the centralization of
capital, the question of racial independence. There mre so many reasons
why we should get back of the companies that we cannot enumerste then
alle Isn't this forty million dollars a stoggering sum M of money to spend,
not to receive a single sdlitary job out of it 2 "==Pobic PMI8 31939, .,

The predominating poverty of a large portion of Bronzeville

F

citizens, contrasted with the pover and;e@%aéea@e.of thriving businesses

operated by outsiders, serves as fuel to inflame the populace against

this form of ineguality. ggggdﬂhic 0 Bee,}
eg»—-—$§§~"--;§

7
e
ol
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lack of prosperity within, the ; ﬁee&a@ad cobmunity, remarkgé#” Fye (GO4

* f' :”,‘{/;

"Ihat prosperity has not reached the colored sectors in large messure
is attributable to two reasons--not much work in colored districts, and, the fuct
that whet money we spend in our districts goes to mske prosperity in o+’
districts thzn our own. The Big Business men of other races who have monopolized

- our business enterprises do not bank their money, spend their : woney or live in ou

districtss They hand us u sop by giving ewmployment to a few figurehsuds

who hire & few full time jobholders, fewer part time emoloyees, ars too yellow
to demand that colored boys and girls, men and women be glven Jjobs in the
accounting and e xecutive positions. We are easy marks.

"And so while other racial distriets prosper at our own eXpense because
they enJoy the profits of the business of their own district d t
8 an he

proflts;our districts are bled of as well, we stew and fret as the result
of adversefconditions of our own making, Whch conditions we can g ek
rectify whenever we are so minded. Signs iudicate that prosperlt"has not o
reached us as yet. Nor will it unTil we use our common sengé in ges ecto
to creating our own‘nrosperlty. No polltlcal party can leglalate d

it = s = Dt fe o ol

prosperityl,.." —= SN

’ _ ; .%fFebfZS 1939,
employment within the Negro community. A&n editorial fromgégﬁWbr1&7f

[ RN

¥
readSO

"The problem of living is becoming more serloa each hour %o people on
the Southside of Chicago. The main caguse of their plight and the anxiety
of their uncertain future appears to ®the two fold lack of
employment outside of their district and the lack of it %1th1n the
digtrict confines. !
¥ eefor years the Chicago dbrld hus mede an urgent appedl 10 the
merchants in the area to give colored boys and girls a chance by hiripg ™

them as clerks, cashiers, or in eny capacity which they are able to~hundle,

“There are at present hundreds of these colored boys andg@rlé’employed,

but there are still many important jobs in businesses in the hhovexan§§K§$§ 9

" The same program that is trying to b@ worked out in the Souths;dgwls - 4»
carried out in the predominant Greek, Italisn and thhulanz 15§Ficts. F ’ﬁﬁ% o

o i

The results are not the same, however, the Gresk, Italizn and Lifuanian
control their neighborhoood smkmeprissz not only by furnishing the mkk kmkk
cash for the bulk of the enterprisas run, but also by the correct application
of his buying power and obvious demand that their racial group be hired in
pre¥srencerany other group in &ll of their neighborhood stores.

"3ince they do not have the money to-foster many hsiness enterprises,
the colored people's plight lies in the ability to get as many jobs in their
districts as possible. In other districts the expressed theory is that the
people who live in the district are entitled to all the jobs in that
district. In the Southside, appeal after appeal has been made for the
merchants to please follow this plan of hiring people who live in the neijh-
borhood. In many instnces the merchants have responded with jobs, which
is a fine spirit and huve glvan and continue to give e uitable wages. The
merchants who refuse are not in keephmg with the spirit of the neighborhood
from which they are reaping a huge benefit and in stead, they show their
greed when they should $how their willingness to cooperate by keeping
a good will spirit in hiring more help. Many times when confronied with
the problem, meny merchants utter & big yelpphhn faced with words of boy-
cotting them becuuse they will not accede to the demands of an impoverished
people~ Somethi.z must be done.”
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Effobts to gain community employment increases in periods
when the gemeral economic status is lowered. Thus the most-.

intense~and~successful efforts of Bronzeville to secure community

employmentj§§§§du;iﬁg the years 1929 through 1832, The unsteady years,

& oy

Sy Bt

2 4%

1936-1939, also called for a reawakening of the Negro to the% s

of his purchasing power, Jhe Southside Business and Professional Review,

a yearly publication created especia}ly for the fostering of Negro
: ‘§§§ﬁ5€&§mﬁﬁ~

‘business interests, e in the 1955 issues

"The expenditure of $53,880,900 in 1935 by the Negroes in Chicago
for food and clothing alone, if intelligently directed, would schieve for the
~ Negro race what no other force or powsr could accomplish. It would produce
a greater degres of economic independence than all other similiar agencies employed

in the solution of this problem combined." : ~ e
This publication states the principle object of its existdnce in the sams ‘
A ) - ,.Wr
: : A £ ) . #L
issue: / , o fasrstarend

"No description of the possibilities of the colored people in the city
~of Chicago can dessmpieix be complete without accurate informstiomas to their
purchasing powery, their capacity and opportunity for self-imporvement and a
thovough understanding of their economic disadvantage. These subjects will
" be exhaustively studied and discussed in subsequent issuss of this year book and
in this ipitial publication we olfer nothing more than a fleeting glimpsa
of the phqnomenal advancement of the Negro business and professional men
gnd their more thaa two hundred thousand supporters to be expected in the
néar futurﬁ e"es «1935 i )

—a . p

" The shortﬂlived~journa1,‘fﬁéacolored Merchant and Caterer,§§§§g ;
b : £y

3

fdeebing the trend towards organizing Negro business, Hke The Southside

Business and Professional Review, was created especially for the

pursuance of colored interests in the business line, The January

Lgphpidgpads oL

1935, issugﬁg%%&aéﬁgﬁ“its purpose:

< y it o, e i S
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"Uging these pages as our medium of expression, we the publishers of this
me}gazine‘a, are endeavoring to uccelerate the growth of Negro business. Frank
_ dlscus§lons of the problems that duily confront the business man of color will be
found in every issue. aichisvements of successful men and women will be recorded
&g an incentive to Yr. and lrs. Colored American. vwhensver it ig possible
vmMXERBEUXAXXUX we shall gquote success formulas as given by both Colorsd and’
White leaders.

"We dedicate this periodical to Negro business, not because we are ignorant
of the fact that all buginess, both Colored and white, are firmly integlockéd but
rather becauzeg in the past) little or no emphasis has b een placed upon the ’
important paré’&egroes are playing in the development of America's collossal
industriesg.” o ‘

k3

i
IR ST AN

fart And Bronzeville's leading jdumaléﬁe&am the nmuch advocated

principle of building Negro businesss

"The black people of America are slow to recognize that they like other
groups jcan only build a sound foundation upon convictionss These convictions must
“embracé the determination to establish business places of like naturse
owned and operated by our group. '
"Yur failure to appreciate the importance of building from wrH«N HWAS MAGE

- us the last rung in the ladder of progress. No groug of people who cannot
~8ee the necessity of trading with their own psople in their various business
enterprises can ‘hope to build themselves up as gsenﬁi&%ﬁ '

element in
5 w

-y !{ fetinzgn 4
‘zf"*‘%{* [1 ;fx"‘ ? i;}! ﬁe )

v gl Tt 1 AR

..‘ijvr,’ e o 7

business worldess” m%mt, 4.19?3,55%

Thus in a constantly moving panorama the ﬁég‘ro gress present,s

9 av
the vital aspects of Bronueville's economic life, ¢} san" such

R T i

a3 "ugse your buying bower as you use your ballot", developing and
| fostering Negro business, securing‘jobs within the community, and

- practicing as well as preaching thessdmssn

"Don't spénd your money
g ‘

. J{Z;Af
> : &J‘}*‘J ALt

&

D F2id
where you can't workl", are all policies)which at m.time;?he

Press has lent its strength, if-sporisorings

Still the pursu:ﬁgg- of these policies are only minor agpects to.

the Chicago Negro labor situation. The right to work not only in the

Pos

: Negro commmity but in-any-oecupation.pponsto.Ansricans

5 o

.,,yflham@b@’ithe ji’ress has pudds
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-

your mondy where you can't work' movement within the communit Sapd
¥y T s

the fight for just job representation among the public utilitises.

5

While thousends of Negroesj?éﬁbsepiﬁe $e the varicus ;ﬁblic utilitie

such as gtreet cars, elevated lines, gas}a@;@ﬁ 1light, telephone and public

& ¢

{4t

railway companies, there~semes only :# return in jobs!k;of the most

menial sort, porters, laborers ;fffmaids, e  The highiy qusalified
colored applicant must:igo begzing for positions which an average
trained white worker could easily secure., The problem is not only

’

- / " ,
one of equality of gbortunitieés, but one of sportsmanship and
; 1% =i

faimes@ ¥hile in some cases a white ,employér may argue that he cannot

hire colorad laborers because of the refusal of his employees to work

/ i . :
with them--this lukewarm attempt to caverf{:prej,udice falls short when *°

e |
of government agencies ae;Civil Service, WPA,

{

and allied projects, and EEb the attitude maintained by thousands

of private employers. Such companies as A‘tlantic and Pacific Tea

r ’ Company, Walgreen Drug Company and F, W, Woolworth stores, Who have

) g, e
o . AT 5 ML

R E i

P r R
PR

tended o ‘somewhatg\mijob representation to "i:olored workers, have

generally received the praise and good wishes of the Negro fg-?ress for

their fair attitude. The 49th State Compass editorially endorsAet%ggal?—h

i

green Drug Company . April,, 19356
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"The Walsreen Druyg Compuny employs more than 1500 llegroes. Cf thisg
1500, scaitered throughout the various branches OL this gient drug companya
"5 ure emoTOyac in sbout seven stores on Chicago's southsice, with an )
aversge of a little betvter than tea persons Ler stors.
v "The majority of these positions held by these eraployees in this
perticuler district, are in the better jobs... 4ll are paid “005 sglaries...“

o d{i o o3
- But while certain grlvate corporations have;%knésﬁia 1imited '

jobrrepresentation to Negroes, public @tilities have not capitulated

to any arguments/;resented for effacing color discrimination. As yet
the methods used to secure employment have had 1ittle effect upon these
plutocratic institutions., Campaigns calling for the discontinuance of

telephone service, petitioning the surface and elevated lines, re~

}x}x

fusal to pay gas or light bills, and variousfmanaged boycottfjhave

been initiated and attempted with little results. The unity i

ﬂ34
organizatio»/required to make such campaigns successfu1{§§§§not as yet

been obtained b& the Bronzeville populace, The idea that white
corporations should nudéenly become fair-minded encugh to csase

discriminating agains£ thelr darksr countrymen, is a step too far

: _ e . ? .
in the future to be d&epended upon.j ﬁbgnwhile théggetreﬁentalagorces

- ,. *, "g
1. >, % y
3 %

f\an advmrsegeconomic position ﬁalls for iﬁmedlate aétion. This the

Bror}qevlne Pre'ss as to a 1arge extdnt crpated i, sponsored in
B X, '

Vehemsn%%&nd spirité&agditorialg? |

o

Haﬂaaﬁréiﬁ is not to be inferred, here or elmewherd, that the
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3 NERT AL

Negro Press in thi‘cago has;,gmaintained a .shesdiser unified front on

This is especially true when considering the fight to secure equal
vizhts, ameng the utilities. Beceuse of the individuality of its
f, f%}

journals and ;E&itors, the Negro Press often presents diversified and

sometimes contradictory attitudes in the various economicfgé

But the fight upon the utliities, while not constant, has always been

| renewed at intervals. ‘
\, A : ik,
- Ina recent :i.s’sue, the Chicago Whin,Am the,sent,iment

. R rasulting from their long and uncompmmising fight for JObB: ,
iy ig aboub time that the great public utilities in vnicago realized

that they carnot forever go on receiving the support. of the auqllc when they
deal go unfairly and cold=bloodedly with minority groups. %he colored people
are not em, loyed by either. electric people or the gus folks yet they must buy
A the service and then. pay for it ar get cut off, Lf there was public ownership
o \\oi pr:t.va'ce utllrl;ies Y =@ wo would at least have a chande to bat emclayment W

il pl‘ff lst 1939 In commenting upon the ac'b‘ion taken by the New York Sta’se

: ‘ifufgz g
legislati ydee, “the Chicago ttsburg Courier W April 1, 1939
Ak *‘C’t'&?;? &, ~t~§~iu P ,«{fww el 2y JL At é’«f P.f(é"” f f)

"The \'Jew Yor}: State lacrj.sls_’cure has unaminously passed a bill 1n’c.roé.ucad
by a Negro member to uutlaw switch blade knives by classifying them as
dangeroug weaponse

“There is no doubt that the switch blade knife is a dangerous wesapon and
fhat there has been far too much killing with this weapon,although such
homicides are by no means confined to the Negro population.

“But the same legislature refused to-even consider the seven measurcs
sponsored by the Temporary Commission on the condition of Urban Colored Population
which would have outlawed the wholesale statewide discrimi mnation agsinst Negro
workers practiced by public utilities, the civil service and other private and
owblic orzanizations and institutions.

"The New York Assemblymen are not worrlod abaut Hegroes starving to death,
but they pretend to be much concerned about uvam knifing ewzch other to death .¢

Tias gt wltian
In the earliprﬁphase of thisAJobSQm.,

4

=Gt Sncouragings%'&efp ha& been made" with thew~~



\J%u<ux431? E%Eig%ﬁihbrxééziﬂc(—ls N ;04€§%¥3@5~; | '

”mfte? & flxht of years we nave Just broken the ice with the Gas Corporation,
who conssnted to just eight of our men to work in semi-clerical pésitions un
*rizl. While we appreciate tie fact that it is within their power to giye or
®epx deprive us of an opportunity to get back some of the money we have paid
them we also know that they do not exerclae that power in cur behalf to any
cppreciuble extent, and whqf’ Not be Sause we cannot deliver the goods, but they
are imbued with the same prejudiced feeling found in the average Southerner.
The Chicago City Railway Compuny and the Elevated Railway Company zre public
ubilities that must find place for us in their ewmpl.y, and these places as
motormen, cunduchtors and clerks, not Junitors or dommon laborers. We ask for
nothing more than we rightly diowmieo deserve or are entltled to. If
officials of these companies refuse to grant us a pluce on their pay raskx
rolls, offering as an excuse that our presence would cause g jenerzul
strike of the white employees, we will take the matter up directly with the
head of @rgenized lebor, and thrash it out with them. Unionism cannot stand
§brever and lesve the black worker oubsideut e doorss and the guicker these
autocratic organizations realize their welfure and the welfare of the community
at large hinges on & cemented\?nlaatlog)of all working peopley the better it
will be for all concerned.” Uiy ol

But in taking tthe matter up directly with the head of
organized 1abo£“, there was no active respanse; Paradoxically -
organized labor, while claiming to fight for the unification of
a2ll workers, has beeﬂ largely opposed to the ‘entrance of colored
workers. (This logic, or lack of logic, conflicting with the very
principles of unionism, and weakening the inner and ouier gtructure

| 1N
of unions, caumes:s dmr tremendous discord in localties in which

there are large numbers of compeﬁi@ing colored workers.: 57 Ehe Negro

Press has pointed out that if Negroes are barred from unions, the only

seguentdsliset is to compete against union workers for the right to

1ive and receive wages. On the side of the white union workers, seeing

colored workess breaking his well-intentioned sirikes, underbidding

2 i
A J

Pt e

{{!‘»x 3
hin-~the » would seem to organize allAweskena, black

A e 5 ;
and white, into a union for the comwon good. But so powerful is prejudic
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that it often oﬁtweighs the cle.areszb.a reagon, Some of the shrongest
white labor leaders have falled to see that one group of wotkers
forc?d to work for gubsistance wages forces all laborers towards the
same 1ev;i.. Great strides and strikes in the labor movsment h'a\ve
been shortened by this lack of foresight on the part of union

1l

leaders. The Negro Press, at times sarcastic, 4

ap;vealing,

and ocasionally openly opposed to-unions have exposed the hypocr@ig
5144 :gxk ~ ?‘

and weeknesses of many of }these "democratlic” groups, Af\m excerpts

f‘romi1 49th Stateﬁillustrateg this ut.titude

...labor unions winich unimistakably contfol employment, s%:.ll _
persistently flefuse admission to the Negro. He has bLeen called the " lavor regerve®
and he has been ‘reserved’ to the point where he is now practically excluded from

the labor markete..? %ﬁarch 1936.

"ghen labor unions nrevent “legroes from becoming unioe memb€rs, znd urge

uhe wor'ld to buy only um.on ma.de gooda, 1sn "4 thls mf.lstamcs upon & unlveraal
wtlo ol te s “’7;, SN i el gk !“‘ by Yol adh 3 7 ‘,: ’: P

it

’vé’%f AL
;a b&ugawadmittance in ‘even the most/q

»€ unions, For;iong o
3&ar |
Negro laboress wem® seen in unions a chance to increase his wages and

”ﬁxe

regulate his conditions of emyloyment, Sympathetieally
activitiey'and object of union workers have been reviewed;'iﬁ the
L

Bronmeville Press. The March 26, 1951,issue of “the Chicago Defender

W& its sympathy with organized labors
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"The air is rife with rumors of = strike in the PAcking
industries...,The packers,fnot content with reducing the wages of
their employ?%, went a step farther by lengthening th< -
hours of employment.While there may be some shadow of e xcuse for wage
reduction dus to the readjustment to be expected in @ll lines of industr
at this time, we a®e at a loss to understand why furtier sacrifices sho zd
be de?andgd by exucting a ten-hour daye.. o5 )
‘ "Wevsympathize with organized labor in its étruggle for betier
| wages, & short day and better living conditions. e wewuld
llkg to see every colored working men a member of the union. In time,
no doubt, we shall see a thorough unionizing of colored workers.
Thet time will come, however, when the leaders of organized labor can
assure omr workmen the same helpful support that is given to the white
. members of the unionsees” : ' '

In presenting the case for colored and white laborers working
together in the same mions,fl;ﬂzfxgv Chicago Whip, 'Febru,ary:lg, 11938,

thoeghtE@dy points outs , '

e pity of it 1s that Unlons need the wholehesrted support of
' colored labor. They represent a large element of the working class, &
* If they are barred by white unionists they will work anyway if jobs are
availsble and if necessary they will accept sub-union wages, for after
211 Negroes must eat, This automagtically places the two laboring groups
in competition and rermite wily cafitalistsfto'playfone agzsingt the other
to the detgriment of both, ; T B e :

“And of course Negro labor ne_eds the unions, Ofte n forced to %ake

mere pittances in lieu of living wages if they are,tqfwoﬁk-gtfall... 7
They are the most exploited segment of the population. They need to work
hend in hand with all other exploited persons to present a strong front

capasle of battling unserupulous capitalists on even e&x terms,"

Phile fighting to overcome the‘handicaps'of4unibn'réstricticns,

sl advocated the organization of Negro

P
.

g o a perade of Negro workers in

the Negro Press often psiee:
4 "

workers among themselves, A&

P .
New York, The Chicago Bee of September 23, 1954, remarked:

“%Last Labor Egy'Hafiem witnessed a unigue demonstration oﬁ the g
- part of Negro labor, which, as we are informed, had nothing at all to
do with Communism and other 'ism's'! so distasteful to some of our palates,

~* .The Union Mechanics and #ssocistion, an organization of masons, bricklayers,

carpenters and other bullding tradesmen, staged a worthy parade and progrsm
which was deserving of comment in the colums of our weekly newspaperg,

%1t was said that this was the first time in the history of Harlem
tha8 an organized labor force from among our people had gotten together
and sphken through demonstration against the barriers erecbed a.ainstcike
the Negro in his strugsle to make 8 1ivinge seeess

"These men, as are other unorganized workers of our race, all ov#er
the land are haring a tremendous struvggle trying Yo odptain employmenqu
federal, state and city projects in New York because of red tape snd down-/
right race prejudice. Chicago is afflicted with the same disease, In
Chicag0e a2s in Harlem, these wopkers are denled a chance to work on the 0
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very buildings in which ;‘ehe& live.when these st s are i
o honalelng. . e structures are in need

"We need such am organization here in our city, manned and

sponsored by Negroes who know their subject and ot 4
for relisf." J "ho can act intelligently

Undoubtedly the most notable work in organizing Negro workers .
) .

was that done 'by A, Phillips Randolph among the Negro Pullman porters and
MO';LA-O ) .
<z, In the face of the most blinding obstacles, when few dreamed that

' he @ouldAsucceed, his persistance and genius broke down countless

barriers and brought to Pullman porters the largest ﬁage increase in

their histoxyf Fiﬁtingly)'\;hg Chicago Defender of September 25, 1937,

paid tribute to this feat: f :

"Fhen the Pullman company signed the wage sgreement with the .
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, granting a woge increase of
a million and a quarter dollars, on August 25, in the Pullman, .
building in Chicago, history was made. It was made for $he Porters
and maids; it was made for the American lsbor movement, and it was
made for the entire Race, ' : ‘

#¥hen it is considered that the Pullman Company has never before

capitulated to a group of its workers in a bona fide trade union--P¥p
ﬁiespa%&ppaﬁhténcﬁoxékemngaﬁibkbimuﬁm&hiﬂgcthzcmxcmMexec 5

for the Pullmen Conduetors secured their union during the wor when there

 was no opposition to the orgenization of railroad workers since the reads

were under government control--the importance and far reaching value
of thig. victory of the porters is all the more apparent, _
e B¥g) 19 & tribute to the character ¥& of the porters that they
exhibited the required tenacity, courage and good sense to tread the
path of strusgle for twelve long years undil they won recognition and
an agreement with a big wage boost foom the Pullman interest,

"We applaud and salute the Porters and their leads, and not only
for the victory they have nchleved, though that §s far reaching, invaluable
and of world significance, hut also for the inspiration it will give:
other Race workers of hand and brain and the Race generally to organize
and fight for our rights," o :

The great American Federation of Labor, which has largely ex-

cluded or attampted to set different standards for colored workers, has
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been a main cause for semesssd the Negrogs lukewarm atiitude towardg’

unions. During the expanding period of this uniom, when even the

Y5 : ‘ Eé;if:é*
i{}g A l, £
whatube of workers outside the United States was a concern of Wister

4

Green, ig Chicago Bee, July 30, 1927, editorially remarked:
& b i S

"Prestdént Green of the American Federation of Labvor, is
intereghting himself and his organization in the affairs of the worker(;
in Iatin-American countries, He mi-ht better Btilize tmeswmgiers some
383 of his time in persuading his co-workers to consider the plea of the
American colored workers through their representatives for fuﬁ.
and free recognition in all of the unions. Some time since the leaders
of the National Urian League laid before him the plea for the admissioV
" of colored workers into all of the affiliated unions, '

"As yet no definite stand has been taken in this natier,

’ "We hope that President Green will let his interest in the
s ‘fmrkers begin 4t home, The Negro is called upon to protect the '
~industries of the country along with thwlk his other fellow-citizens in
“time of war," 7 : et ' L '

The interest of the American Federation of Labor. continued to

center in Panema m preference to' Harlem or Bronzeville. Sevefsal

years after the above Qo_mmen‘e ,,the same paperf\igM: (August 12 » 1955) Hoe%
~~~~~~~ " Wne American Federation of Iabor has adopted a policy of = e
keeping Negroes out of the majority of their skilled trade ;
‘unions, In Chicago and elsswhere in ghis country, the ranks of union
labor are constantly filled with sl8tn workers while black Americans
my starve for all they care. It will be in order éﬁ!labqrf to '
¢clean house at home, first, * - e :

As the fast-growing offspring of the A.F. of L., the Committee

£

oi Industrial Organization, rose to prominence, and as their 1aboxf '
leaders displayéd a more democratic policy, comments from Bronzeville's

newspapers reflectg‘%he Negro's attitude., Almost unaminously the

st
i

e

A il
W

C.I.0. was given preference over the A.F. of L. %E&E?l%diw,fguu

oA s
L

(L]

PR

.17 .garding the two largest m&m.in Mericag_}w,&
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"In the annual report of the St, Louis Urban League
relessed last whk, it was proposed th#¥f s state law -6 passed makin
it illegal for labor unbons to bar jualified Negroes on the besis of
reces Ste Louis with its L.Fe & L. locals hss been particularly
notérious in this respect. A Yegro there mey get o membership card
ony =8 - common lasorer, thus barring skidlled workers from the sewessd..
advanteges of Unionizetion. Those holding union cards ececeivedin othea —
citims are not accepted for *oF.ofL. membershi, in the Hissouri
metropolis,
"sesiihen discriminetion exists the Committee for Industrisl
- Urpanizetion will et lesst meke and attempt to remedy condigtions.
%3 . The Mmerican Federation, whether in St. Louis or elswwhere that renk *
27 7 prejudice against the lesro unionists} dbsentt give a dezm
' ' "Negro lebor everywhere has 2 doubl@ battle. It must stend
shoulder to shoulder with white workers to fight for géneral benefius
to the entire laboring class, then after the fight is won Yegro
labor must fight white lsbor with which it hes Sreviously £llied swmss
itself in order to get its just sha:& of those gainse? o
‘ And speaking further in favor of the C.I.0., the same .. ... .

- Meeolt has rede serious atbempts to enroll Negroes, and if s
3% £ 3 =

skepﬁies say this policy is purely a temporary device to make the

- CI0 as strong Was ite Dlder rivael end after it schieves its goml it
. will treat Aframericans as hos the federstion, I must S
- remind them thet the John L. Lewis group could heve ignored the
- black worker as much as does the Williem CGreen Orgenization - nd by
80 doing ® obtained the support from enough unioniste +o make the
CI0 far stronger than it is with its present policy interracisl.
'"Aﬁnlohg as the CI0 maintains its presentgpplicy of working fop
- the interests of labvor in general without regard t? race sund sesks to
. edjust differences b-tween its white snd black membership, it werits
y¢. Negro supoort. Wnile the CIO is not.ss perfect, it is a step in the
right direction." - _ g g A
e ”%{

To C.1.0, canser

F2d

the sympathy and support of
the Negro fress. The direction of various labor forces has been

 towards national social movements. The Commmists, because of their
! o= S

preoccupation with the proletaiiéffyhave invariably attracted the
attention of the Press——althcqu%é &y themadnly. resulted in

dislike and antagonism rather than any alliance., For years the Negro

?%ess in Chicago took its attitude from the white press and.memer7t/d.J
7 ; :
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<.  staunch supporteryg of anti-Gommunist movements. All of the "comrades"

W

serénades for favor wed rejected by the Bronzeville Press. The rejection
; /

E4

was not com;:lote, however, as ocgsionally one of the more ouispoken

P

£3,40 o B Js«a/-ué?f
¥

Journ&ls would am e

"As we take a brief resume in circumspect of the signs of the
times, it is plain to us that America, and particularly the United States,
is constmctlvelv and progressively evolving itself into something
diamstrically different from the present structure,
"Socialistic 1n011nat:v.opcs and, tendencies are menifest in 1egislatio*
and popular clamor, Ay
"Everlwhére we hear the volce of the masses bewailing
and bemoaning the high cc@%t of living, the unheard of shorbvitant prices
and the political and economic causes...
"The darker races have caught the splrlt of the age, and
the signs of the times points to & new era saon to st&rtle the
world,.“f-agﬂhlcago Wnip, Dec.27,19189.- Ao, v D
L < D e N S

‘But if the "spirlt of the age"' was communism, the ﬂebro jﬁress

was generally}i’:m ~in catching it, “¥hen the depressioh settled in

and 5' munistic activity ’became 1ntense, allying itself with job—
getting and rent—reduqing casnpaigﬁs, and extendiz;g 1tself to::‘ gat}i‘er
in some Bronzeville "brothers", pae of the most conservative Negro
i}'?‘A;l‘bli.r:at‘i.mzs found this actix;ity too satisfying not to extend words of
teﬁ%‘bive approwal. The following excerpts illustratey and clarifi féf

‘ : . £

the reactions of the Negro Pllessz

"Coming forth in limpid prose, e etartling fact is broadcfMgt in
the Daily dorkereesbhnt there hrs besn no ettendant &ucce“s in the effort
+to recr uit menmbers to thei. csuse from the renke of K,Lro 12007 ee

"he CommunictSessshouldn’t be alarmed =t what they term the ?}sorw
timidity waklghet ”blvﬂ is reslly ceuticusmess on his ert. For the

Communistdp perty is Mt 2 oordy in power; end a party not :iz,@ power is as m
untgmed hor se=-no m@ cem divine its future work, usefulness =nd ueaﬁﬁcﬂm

rilitve “nd grievious experience hes taught ths Apmeriom Negc that
perties, in ‘the past, heve used hiuies r sort of "shock” bri;ade” g‘m
wetter down the ¢ %”Gwho}ﬁ of sntegonists, snd to ceplure 'thcs enemw 4
én’d"éme"ﬁ his’ »é«"mmm hous work is zccomplished, he is inveriebly forcotten.

Whot sqsursmcm, unen, he ressons, heg he m”‘ +the Commur z_s{;:@, party, , ’*‘
struge 1§&§g for power today =g the other parties did yectc‘ga 'y, will not

- his covebed power, if ever they do, followiin the fooisteps
t him after the bettle is won n?’
N F 3 e /Mzi Harady, o, S 2l

of wnresent=dnv escendent ppriles, and fors
—Feb.4.1954. Chicago-Bee. . 7, it o
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ind from the ssme journsl, another comments (Sept.2,1954)

"TPhe  Redg r#re = nolsy and wmouthy i
organizryion i sopnesived in bhedl : nebuog cof opersiior is
through declemetion from the hillt Al W +to the megs
Red will zdmit his nosdes prolific obi

T
and rlso will sprse thet hils missior

7!163’.1‘ firet principls of

« I trus
o toss words nithsr snd von

v

e
L
ok

2 : er of the i crincon
gtendrrd o foment snd creste sentiment hisg c© : throug'. much-telk and
jemonstvetion. But sometimes fire sctu nrne vhers there is much smokée
ditness 'mpelo Herndon. w Csupht i uwtiong Communistic litersture
in Geog,ie, he vind to Jril on » Z0-yeer sentence, end velr g in Ceorgle,

~ nis ’i}z})g%j}og ;“;aﬁ regarded as final,
"Hig‘lhf-powered oxfganizations 1ooked his case over, decided that the

task was humenly impossible; bathed themselves in the reflected gloxy of
agit-tion surrounding the matter, and 4id nothing, 3But the mouthy, neisy
Reds had ideas. They yelled, extolled, bleated and ranted until they

Lsprung' the young man from the Georgia jeil, Their loud breathings must have
caught fire, for within a couple of weeks it was announced that Herndon had
been granted a rehesring by the @eorgia Supreme Court, *he Reds are a mmmks
nofsy lot and admit it. Some people tuck their skirts closely zhout them,

, afraid of the crimson splatter, but the erimson splatter brought Herndon out
into the daylight again,.." : S oo ol SR

b

o duseet e
While no publication ogen]yﬁ&hd ‘itself with the
e 9 g5 o

Comm,nist@ party,;xthe practices of the Reds FesaNsddy met ﬁhe

3
s ' W{%‘g % P
approval of the;?ress. The revoly\izum the pressure of poverty ¢aused
by prejudice took the form of fighting organizations allying them-

selves with sny party or principle promising aid., The spirit of the

years after 1929 was one calling for action. Dynemite,.trelyes
il unptehe d Al flovilon

FEg
i

, A4tlerpublication, )| frenkipaapeke September 10, 19583

"There 1s a paradox that generally proves dangerous to
any kind of reform but we must put ourgegves n pos%tiez tgo
accgpt the consequences that go with the ehance, the same .ae
as a convict would in an attempt to break from prison. The
whi&e man's psychobgy has worked around to this-~ '
When a Negro revolts and resents the many forms of mal-
treatment and insidious bits of oppression, as is being preyed

upon us, there 1s a group that quickly brands us as communist
socialists, radicals and what not-

“When we go our way...paying agsolutely no attention to
our economic status, and Alowing ourselves to be "fleeced’ by
whites and Jews, we are pesceful citizens. If 1t takes

- communism, socialism, radicalism, Nazism, Fascism or common
-sense-ism, let's get going! If any kind of 'ism' will lead
us out of this economicg® bondage of modern slavery--we shouls
be on our way. We should hgmx have gheard the mumbling and
grullpling ;of the masses and fogused our undivided attention

on a leader that will be recognized as z modern Mosaa.!
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fmc} numef;fous‘% a}liéd"gﬁxjemm/ebt ageneieg, .-

Upon the advent of the New Deal the Negro Press found itself

#

z

in a peculiar position. Irrevo'izié;i:‘.l.y Republican journalse such as

x%hij&cmcago World confronted with a government progranm obviously aidingi
their readers, had either tc give up party loyalty or coniinue tﬁe
attack upon the Democratic party by pointing cut insdequacies existing

within New Deal zgencies, On the other hand, such journals as the

. i Chiceco Defender and the Chicago Bee mainteined in degrees their

Republicen attschwents, yet supported wholly the Democratic-run New
R , o Ay 5193 ?ix

Deal, The attitude expressed by the "Chicago ﬁox‘]ﬁfﬁhe"g tile,
e eS8 the : /! Litt. 'e&;d

%éséﬁ;;ﬁ o :
) in the following)

,T’r;'g.ggng"of Negro joui'nalism,‘ is i\

cago

WFhe condition of our country is appaling, First, relief, or shall

we call 1% the dole? Then a brilliant farce as brought forward bn the

name of the WPA, You mey among other things glve this its true but . )
very intrinsic meaning-- WALT PAIENTLY AMERICA! For what? Easﬁﬁft America-
welbted until American patlence has been e xhausted, everybody his b ecome so ¥
unnerved that they ha¥e beeome radical, That something very wnusuzl may :
happen is clearly voiced by the individumls among, the multitudes, -
Have men not been given work under the new fandgigled name WPA? The answer
is yey‘,? But, with starvation wahes, And don t the people eat?

Yes, they eat, but how do they eatland pay rent on the '

mnificent sum of fifty-five dollars per month? Of course that's the basls
i®m or the rate of pay they are supposed %o get bug when you consider the
deduction from their pay envelope f for wet days, cold days,

shortage of materials, sickness cause by exposure outdoors, the

numerous holidays throughout the year, he she or both haven't very much left
bo do anything with, eeee® ' :

However the majority of Negro journals, frow a-lukewsrn.

,,,,,g?c?eg;tibnN.dﬂf'-Athéiiﬁe?&f,,géﬁ;}: gradually; worked- vt ay vig rougfi%iﬁgw

"tjf?practically all o:E}iBoosevelt's policies, Inﬁ&égaaés to the NRA the

5 Y
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However:the clearest indictment of the present system and the

it
best appeal the Communists had for the Negro populace wasﬁgmgd in
: i

the fighting Chicago Whip, August 1, 1931:

"The rottenness, the injustice, the grim brutality and cold un-
concérn of our present system has become too irksome fothe man farthess
down to be longer endured in silence and pacifism, It is high time that thé(
who would stem a revolution@iﬁi@themsélves in sweeping and
lasting cures to the cancerous ores which fester .upon our body
politic and fiercely competive society. The Communists hawe framed a
program of social remedies which cannot fail to appeal to the hungering,
Jjobless millions, who live in barren want, while everywhere about thenm
1s evidence of restricted plenty in the greedy hands of the few, Safety and
security, peace and plenty are the things most dear to the hearts of
inarticulate lowly, and these are the things which the radicals hold oute——
as balt to the masses, white as well as black, To argue that they cannot
give them but begs the question, for the obvkous answer is that our present
systems HAVE not given them, and offer no promise of them,

' "If our major parties would stem this rising tide of Communism, let
them take steps to provide for such immediate needs as are virtuslly ‘
hurling the masses into the ronks of radicalism, “ood, shelter and clothing,
adequate employment are the only answer to the challenge of Communism, not mere
words of mouth dehkials, The demand among both black and white alike is
insisting for is ement--or change, N

And ag the New Deal came i the answer to the ¥hip's appeal

s
SYRTY

was \malhe. ?‘ood, shelter, clothing and employment was Vt;rovided and
autgmatica;.]y the ranks of radicalism diminished.v From the
communist@ meetings, the "Bug-House" clubs, and the street pavements
c;ame workers willing and reé}dy to trade amy allismnce for relief through
Jjobs and a sense of security. Park bepches becsme empty and: wPA""bclz;ews
began to grow. ;Tp_e_f_?’hi__g had spokens "If éur mejor parties would stem
this rising tide of Communism, let them take steps to provide for such

immediste needs as are virtually hurling the masses into the ranks of

redicalism." The enswer cesme in the form of the CCC, NYA, NRA, PVA
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ghicego Beeﬁem‘;imct.l, 1953) "Somecne has to take the lead,
and it is comuendable that steps have been taken tc look after the

welfare of Negro wofkers ulider the provisions of the NRA." Cont;nulng
{

. }“f i ;
FERS

44

and.%xpressing its apprcval‘of the New Desal, the%ﬁgpab rema”ked (Oct,1,1933)
5L s

e,

"We believe that the government is sincere in its efforts to;fﬁf
improve conditions., Is it is not to fail,the government w111’§§e to get out
its big stick for use on racketerilmg employers who s eek to bet-
for themselves all the profits at the expense of their “ecrof eﬂnloyees.”

Leaiiities
The, Chicego Beé:%tated the Bronzeville?&ress 8 general Py

Y : %5 Fritdet Lot
attitude towardg the New Deal when igﬁSﬁﬁd‘}nAuguqt 27, 1955) "The New

Deal means a New Day as well as New Methodsz."™ Such sgencies as

£ 3

the RYA and W?A;weregf@go@a&a&lﬁ;revieﬁédf- ¥hile in meny particulars
expressing dissatisfaction with prejudice and discrimination operating

against colored workers within these agencies, the New Peal was

regarded ag such an improv@ént over the previous.system that generally.
journsals were occupied in pointing out its advantages. Edgar'G.

v,

g
Brown, in an article in Zhe Southside Business snd Professicnal

"u ;

Review ﬁlysiming the benefite the New Deal has given the Negro

eitizen, speaks thus of the NYA:

SEE following page:
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{Tventy-elght colored leaders are members of the State NYA advisory
committee, North and South, “n equal number of colored ascistant :St:::te ;-
L Yiireqtors and trained college men and women of the colored race sre £&
U (T high executive positions in New York, Pennsylvania, Florida
QS Trginia, Kentucky, Illinois, Tennessee, Indisps, Ohio, Missouri...’
which State programs hrve had the largest participation of young
colored men and women, o
"The National Youth Admbinistration is helping approxiMately 26,000
colored youths to continue in school through payuepts for part-timet'
work unders® supervision of school authorities., these young people
r?nizein age from 16 to 25 years, <There are approximately 5,000
0 ese colordd students in the undersroduate cle a
izidgizelcoéigggustudengiiin both the izrictlv §i§i§ zigizgutions
: eading Universities, The average m 7 - 3
gtudent is $25,while the graduate students r222?i§ §i§§ ggg gol%ege
monthly., Those students of high s#x school class are hel s
magium of $6 ner mmin, " i A beltag et

Thy Chicego Pittsburg Courter of February 4, 1959, hed a

similiar statement to mske concerning the NYA:

"Amidst all the criticism of New Deal politice and administrations,
it is noteworthy that there has been no criticism of the National Youbh.
~" . Administratione.. el e
A | “Pgrhaps one r?ason why nothifMg but good is said of the NYA is becauss
£+ it has been doing a so obviously necessary work in aiding young people to -

7. complets their schooling and to adjust themsdlves to the devidoping social
77 ordere - o
Y "Aubrey Williams, the NYA administrator, has just reported thut the

-\ present academic year 13,5 per cent more collegesbudents are being

V{,vl} . assisted than last term, or 77,886, as compared to 75,993, L
o W B "Negro youth has received its proportionate share of this
-~/ assistance, according to all reports, and lirs. Bethune and her assistants
%, have been zealous in their work for the good of Negro yotbh.

g "Thousands of young Negfﬁé have been forced to stop their sshooling

had it not been for this valueble government agency."

Lo ; c 8, o B
Frayser T. Lane, in a colum on the editorial pige of the
Chicago Bee, (repeslessl dog of the WPA. (December 25, 1938)

' MQf 511 the....orgonizations inagurated by the New Deal
~dministration, the WPA or Works Progress Administration ig perhaps
the best understcod and most appreciated by urban dwellers,

We are quite prone to joke about the shovel leaners of the WPA and
criticise their slow temo, bpt in due time the results of thelr
efforts are guite apverent, he beauty of the community has Deen o=
. amesegesd<ixx enhancedb by parks, boulevards and good roads. Neceswary

surveygand studies have been made and recrédational 4nd cultureal
facilities haw e been brought within reach of all elements of the
community., MYost of these things were not possible be%ore the WpA
nrogram was leunched,

#The WPA has revealed to the citizens just what the

government can mean to them, The logicsl question is "Why
haven't these things been done teforel?" "en people are working and
sarning their keep by the sweat of thelr brow they are happler and
more loyal, They'will wExe make better soldiers and more willing
to fight for the country that does not forggt them in peaceful times,"”

s
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The ?ress did not confine its steotements to mere approval
of the New Deal sgencies; it lent its columns and editorials in
answefing charges of anti-New Deslers and calling for & better
manzged WPA, Fxemination of the Negro»Press, however, does not show
that 4 Bronzeville journals regarded the govermment's alphabetf;éencies
entirely as angels of economic salvetdon. With these "angels" came the
usual American color discrimination; amd such organizations as the
Chicago Urban Lesgue and the Ka@ional Assoc#ation for the Advagcement é?

of Colored People have been,hotly occupied in fighting for

more fairness and less prejudice within the wﬁAaandée" oo faste;
. ;! inf}( . '

"During this eriticsl moment end these LTy
Ne;roes slong withp the other suffering nebs
army of 131000 000 unemployed, 2s they gv?
jobe, the vicious Tribune Trv?e 00? its ribe
ridicule Hegroes, mesnwhile co ing
WPA el the New Vesl
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The Negro Press's allisnce with the New Deal is one of support
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and defense. fin“tﬁiﬁﬁ“ﬁg“1ﬁmthewprevieweé employwent phases,

, z:eﬁléqtiorfs’*“é‘ ‘”‘Br'“dﬁzev‘ri‘i"_r:et'f‘g econonie positicn i seen in tts

perSistéﬁ%~fight*ferweconbmie‘ffaedbm.nfMeanwhile}&l&rmed voicegﬁconcerning

Ed

themselves over "What will happen to America if Fascism Comes", blishful;y

L

ignore the position of Negro Americeans., For Bronzeville inhabitantflmb“@”w“ﬁ

) ; »
4MAp$”éﬂhg;scism is not "coming", it is already here and Negroes are looking forg
e v
a timephen it will "leave". The economic positionf\which this group

of Americans are forced 48 mskes a mockery of IAmericen democracy.

Whatever conception the individusl has of America, it capnot be over—
looked that this chapter mirrowd the reactions, however inadequately,
of ome group towards a fascist society. Whatever opinicn one has of

the degrees of sdverse discrimination the Negro populace is subjected

to, it cannot be forgotten that were it not for stringént racisl pre-

wal-

judice, there would be littlefifor a Negro:P%ess-J%ome of Bronzeville's

§

. e
; Asﬁ%“"’fg)

B : '
journals woul%%&%aﬁ publication. Likewise. this chapter, "Don't Spend
k;?ahfi
Your Money ¥®here You can't work",ﬁhea&d not have been written,

But this is "the home of the brave"; this is Americe. And this

is the lend which enjoys "the highest stenderd of living in‘the

world"-—with modifications for its Negro citizens. It is these factors

- . ; _ ;
which hag made the Negro Press the strongest edvocste® of economic rights ;
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ngami‘te, August 15, 1956

"théa”'{m- , ,,..ydﬂ possass. It is the a,dvanne gua.rd. in the;%%‘b agaiias‘b )

’?5.5‘ l‘»’g“ A

eccnomic injustice, andas one Joui-nal,\m
: / _

L a; watch dog of our group is the Negro Press. FWhen this
dog remains silent, the masses are of the op:.nion that all is well",-=

: ,g&&fafu:
’, ',,,,Negro Press has

¢ Richard I, Durhem 7
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