Fenton Jobusop,

6E£%&§§ ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%? Charactors,

Reverdy C. Rensom.

' "Martin Luther's tack hammsr is still sounding round the world."
That was & dremstic statement uttered on Thankeglving Dey, 1897,

by a slender, light-brown skinned olergyman, yet in his early thirties.
Xt‘xag from tﬁa pulpit of old nistorical Bethel é;g*ﬁ. Church in Chicego,

That olergyman was Reverdy C. Rensom, Ohioan by birth and a

greduste of wilberforce University. IHlis ?hahkagiving sermon was printed

in pemphlet form end distributed among the Negro oitizens of Chicago.

Rensom was Bishop Benjemin Arnett's choice for the pastorate of
Bethel. Arna%t was an Ohicen end e stalwary baﬁxsr of William YoKinley
for the Presidency of the United States, He aax‘ia‘ﬁaung Ransom & clear
thinker w%$‘¥§§l§ go far in the world of sotion,

' When Rensom assumed charge of Bethel in 1897 he immedistely
proved k&&ﬁa&: to be & dynamo, especislly in civie leedership. One of
k&xzrgrat scts was to orgenize the Bethel ﬁ&nﬁgy Club, as he steted from
%hﬁ pulpit "to afford e Sundsy forum for the yaéﬁg people thet they should
not be forced to spend the Sabbath on the g%raa€§y§§ﬁ in disreputeble
places snd to ensble the best minds of both races &ahgﬁmmume with them.”

Rensom's Sundey Club pecked the churech &?ﬁy§\3#ﬁ§ay afternoon. 1
- remember , o o 1 wes merely e child . o + hearing et th&§ Sundsy Club

such speakers as Booker T. Washington, Judge Gibbons, Supt. of Public



£§stru3t;an Benjamin ﬁnérata of Chicego, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, and others,
‘ So laing Willlems, e prominent colored lawyer, was President of the Club,
"I bave no doubt but that Chicsgo's Sunday Evening Clud, famous
for over s quarter of a century, is &1 outgrowth of Ransom's Sunday Club
ides, ;f . ;
But what csused Rensom to be e sensation in his dey was that
he wes the first colored clergymen in Chicago to render the race yyahlaﬁ
the ba&y of h&a»saragas. Ee burned with indignation over racisl wrongs
and &t the seme time he cultivated the habit of constructive edvice.
| Opce 1 heard hiﬁ,sgy: - ‘
*The young man of our raﬁt'mﬁﬁk demand whet he wants, He must
not be afreid to knock at the door of opportunity and if no one ghould
open the door for him he must open it himself,” |

The Ransom sermons beceme so outstending that the Chicamo Inters

Ocean reported them verbetim esch Monday morning. In time Rensom was
Joocked upon es the spokesman for ﬁhiagga*g eolored population,
Copsequently it wes not sa\aurgriaing %o hesr Ransom utter from
his pulpit one Sunday morning during the Spring of 1898;
sYour pastor hes been very busy during the yaat'waak; 1 am
anxious %ha%'&h» Ninth Battalion should be mustered into the service ss
e complete regiment with s8ll of the officers colored. Major Uarshall

end I were at Springfield & few deys sgo end we held e conference with
Gov,. Tenner, The Governor ssgsures us $het he will do sll he can $o have

the Ninth Dattalion oreated into & regiment,®

Thet, so far es I know, was the first public esnouncement of the

e




possibility of the Ninth Battslion becoming the Eighth Illincis Regimont.

gggarsaﬁxy 4t wes Rensom's ides end, iz his dynamic fashion, he
put it into ax&&aﬁi&a, It *ss not long end the new rogiment was born
end on its way %o camp . « » the first regiment in America to be come~
mended entirely by colored officers,

Rensom received no position 6§ henors in the regiment, There
was a squabble over the Chaplainey. . . the loveble Rev., John F, Thomas
who bad been the bettalion's Chaplain wes superseded by e son of Pishop
Armett and finally the post went to Dr. J. Chavis, It was simply a
Ransom idea, this regiment, end he wns sstisfied et secing it pit into

QXﬁm;tﬁiWo

_.—-~T8 1900 Rensom bad ancther idea, This time he toock it %o #h&
bishops of the A.M.E. Church and the result wes the founding of the
Institutional A.M,.E. Chureh in Chicego, the first Negro sceisl settle-
ment chuwrch in America.

* Renson wes instelled es pastor and immedistely begen trying %o
shape the church es a rece problem institution, One of the projects of
the church wes ¢eslled the Chorel Study Club, an orgenization of singers
dirscted by Pedro T« Tinsley. ?hé gpecielty of this club wans the study
end rendition of %alaré%%«@&ylér*s music and meny of the works of the
grest composer this aaéiaty ha&.thé&§qgar of introducing to America for

the first time. %x%xx%

Ancther of the significent projects §r\§§is ohurch, under the

Rensom pastorste, was the Chicego City ﬁanfarana#wxxfh$ Atlanta Confere=

ence was the model for this 8%&2@?@&@& and Dy, W. E. 3. ﬁu Bois, com=
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paretively obssure, ("The Souls of 8§aekv?a1x* hed not been published)
was brought from Atlanta o conduct it. It lasted two or three weeks
and the éis&ags&@aa were &arg&ly along awﬁiaiogsaa} end economic lines,

Rana&g*a initia@iv% 28 a preascher interested in the rece
problen won nk% the &islike of other Chicago 3agwe ¢clergymen and also
of & lerge au&b;kKaf the colored conservetive church laymen, During
the declining y&aréVgr his Chicago residence his Chicego populerity
dwindled, \

I rexexber that é@ a high school youth I went to h&w.%ﬁ help
»e in & debeote wherein I wﬁﬁ pitted agoinat Jerome Frank, the praaaat
ﬂhaxxﬁan of S. E. G, aanﬁaw %X§$ﬁﬁ&&ﬁ interest but as the subject

concerned the church end &ax&%ng and my ergument wes to be in favor
| of "taxing churches" he wes anahigkta hal# 18,

*Haturally* he seid, "I've ‘g%wya thought slong the line of
the other side of %h@ subject. But iﬁ§artain3yvha§a, for the good of
the rsce, you win %&a debate.”

Ranson g@& transferred to Bethel §§.E. Church in New York City

#

end I&aﬁi&a&%ﬁﬁai became over night an &r&iﬁgry echurchs And then Chicago
\

began ¢o ”@?li%& the greatness of the man who ﬁaﬁ lived in its midst,.

n the East Rensom renewed his 1&%&&3&&&@ 88 2 racisl agﬁk@s@aa
gaé orkanizer. §3K

Several years later he visited G%iaaga and a% a ma&%iug 8t

S&ﬁkti Church he spnounced thet the N.A.A.C.P. was in process of organi-
zetion end thet 4% wes hopsd Dr. Du Bols would bs sctive with the orgeaie

zation.



And then came zaim
¢ %’i&ae@m Roosevelt was mi&g agamat mx}iﬁm H. Taft for the
R&puhliaaa uminaﬁwn for the Presidency,. ﬁamma, at Bethsl E;}é&mzs?z in
Chicago, iatw&maﬁ Roosevelt to & packed house of colored Teddy diew
bards - the ﬁh@ﬁmn&"ﬁ outside couldn't hear him, though they waited
patiently for s glimpse of the Colonel -« with these vein but ringing
words, | |
»] present you ﬁa# next President of the United Stetes.®
Ransom, however, never beceme a Bull-¥ooser,
The first month I was in %ww York I met Rensom more definitely.
5’ asked me sbout certain gmmimn‘# ‘menbers of my family « o .
" Shortly sfter thet I sent him s « o Bo was Editor of the A.LE,
Roview » » o & short-story Dr, Du Bois r«a:&mm& for The Crisis, claiming

that due to eriticism The Crisis did not dswe to ;mhiis&; peasimistic

é‘z

stories, Rensom's response wes: ‘xks |

*I am only too gled to publish a atwég like that,"

ﬁ}ma, 8 fow years leter, I aaxztribuw& ‘kn his magaxix;& e gmm;&
of free wwi& gelections from my "African mgma” series.

;:z 1821 1 sew Ransom aﬁmm Once it wes ﬁgem@d necessary for my
mvmm% to obtain his aetiw co-operstion, 1 m&% two trios to Orange,
. II .s where he lived, end on the second occasion gaw my message to his
wm* |

A few days later I met him on nne of the Mmm:s in Harlen. We
shook hends sud he said:

"You ssk me to 4o more then I em cspeble of doing, But I certainly
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rejoice that there la one young man God would inspirs %o work for our

TR06,"

The yékgi rolled on and finally Ransom was elected a bishop

in the A.M.E. Church. »

"And then he returned to the 3?@3$M;g his y&a@h; W&lbar?@?aa,
0., where he could walk on\the g@&ﬁg; of Wilkerferes University end bs
with the youth of the raaifhésy;vad so well, |

A few wesks &gs@ﬁia&ag Ransem stood on the rosirus et the

&

Chicago Stediux and’ offered invocation pefore the Democrstic Metional

Convention on the eve of the nomination ofia sscond Roosevelie



